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The author of Think Big is aware of the difficulties. Ben Carson grew up in downtown Detroit. His mother was illiterate. He says he grew up in poverty, partly because his father drank. He was a very shy child and had no friends. He went to a school that was very poor, and he still remembers his prom when he spent all the money on shoes that cost $30. When he entered
college, he was unable to pay for tuition. He was forced to move to an apartment on the top floor of the house, where there were only toilets and a bathroom. When his mom died, he lived on 10 dollars and 50 cents a week.
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