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The little image of the great anarchy is in the true sense a mere symbol, an absolutely necessary means for attaining the end of the play, but it is a symbol
which is destined to become a fact. The beginning was on the part of Macbeth true enough, but the end is false and disastrous; he believes in the universal
verity of prophecy and has persuaded Lady Macbeth [397] that by the killing of Duncan he will be able to have a new life and an endless succession of lives.
This is an illusion. We are apt to fancy that our tears and blood will in some way transfer themselves upon our successors, and that thus, in our weakness we

have made a throne for ourselves in one of the abodes of the dead. Macbeth still hopes the truth about his crime, though he does not really believe it. But
there are other people whom he has to come and convict, guilty or innocent: the Witches. He must keep himself on guard and watch them, and he watches

them narrowly and finds them guilty. He goes home, and his wife questions him about his first uneasy suspicions. He tells her he has not sleepwalked, but he
has been bewitched and must go to sleep, lest he should kill any one. He means to have a messenger search his house, find the witches, and detect them. In

a word, the spy acts and speaks the part assigned him. Banquo is not satisfied; he sees Macbeth more guiltily than before. He leaves his house and, going
after Macbeth, whom he cannot find, gets him out of his way and sends him away to bed. He then sends his own wife, knowing that, if she goes alone, she will

meet the three witches. The witches she fears. Banquo's deed seems trivial, but it is not trivial. He is the only one who can save Macbeth. The man in
Macbeth finds Banquo to be a traitor to his royal master. He remembers that Banquo promised to give him a blow at the right moment, at the right spot. With

his dagger he smears Banquo's face, and Banquo flees to his wife for protection and sends Macbeth away to bed. This is the point where Banquo, [398] as
Macbeth, becomes guilty. At this point Macbeth's conscience seizes him. He is charged with the murder, which is now his own, of King Duncan. As a servant

of the king, he must arrest Macbeth. But he has an opportunity of saving himself: the royal gentleman who is pursuing him will not find him so close to him as
he thinks. He flies, he is overtaken, and he is killed. Lady Macbeth wakes up, thinks of her 'first and greatest fear', and sends word to Macbeth to make him

rise and inform the king what he suspects. Macbeth is torn between her and Banquo's assassins. He can escape no longer. He must await the arrest and trial
and the sentence. Macbeth's conscience is master, but he will be obliged to defend himself, and Macbeth can defend himself only if he is himself. He must

therefore see his wife and then tell her the truth. She must persuade him not to endure this trial and the subsequent sentence by suicide. The three guides at
the gates at once recognize Macbeth and hear from Banquo's widow that Banquo is in a certain part of the castle; Macbeth must meet the king in the great

hall, where Banquo may attack him. Banquo meets him in the great hall.
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