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Darcin Norman Darcin (born 1972) is a South

African-born sculptor. Born in Buffalo, New York,
USA and raised in South Africa, he is also a graduate

of the Slade School of Fine Art, University College
London, and was the 2014 recipient of the Arts and

Humanities Research Council UK (AHRC) Prize,
having previously received an Honorary Doctorate

from the University of Leicester. Darcin has
exhibited in numerous group and solo shows in

Britain, the United States, South Africa, Europe and
Australia and, in 2016, was one of the artists

commissioned to create the designs for the re-
branded 'Ivanhoe' beer cans. He has described his

work as 'political' and'social comment'. Life and
work Early life and education Norman Darcin was

born in Buffalo, New York, in 1972, and is the son of
South African painter Dr Darryl Darcin. Growing up

in South Africa, he spent his early years in a
Johannesburg suburb, where he attended what he
has since referred to as a "very normal" primary
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school, followed by a private high school. Darcin
studied Fine Art for three years at the University of
Cape Town. He did not complete his studies, and

after a period working for the art magazine Dealer,
he moved to London in 1996. Career and influences

Darcin's work is figurative. His large-scale work
often deals with political and social issues. His most

recent major project, The Treason Trial, took two
years and was inspired by the trial of white and

black leaders in South Africa who were accused of
high treason for sending troops to South West

Africa. The 'trial' was in fact a mock trial. Darcin was
the recipient of the 2014 Arts and Humanities

Research Council (AHRC) Prize and was included in
the 2014 Turner Prize shortlist. The Royal National
Theatre nominated him for two gongs at the Laure
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