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been used for a number of years. Typically, such systems include a large compartment having a vacuum applied to the compartment. A series of tubing leading from a donor to the compartment, and

from the vacuum to the outlet of the system, are connected to the large compartment in such a manner that only a small portion of the total mass of blood reaching the large compartment is exposed to
the vacuum. Typically, the compartment is a cylindrical container having a plurality of small holes or slits in the wall of the cylinder to cause the flow of the blood in a generally spiral pattern. At the

bottom of the cylinder, there is a blood outlet which communicates with the ambient atmosphere through a filter. In addition to the above, a number of devices have been developed for processing blood.
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